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§ 2

What are we developing 

in terms of A.I.?



A brief introduction….

• The new artificial intelligence systems are now being 
applied in various sectors. 

• In recent years there has also been a lot of talk about 
their use as an aid for workers in the justice sector, 
whatever their skills and functions. 

• Basically, the aim is to develop and improve
mechanisms that allow speeding up and streamlining 
certain activities with the introduction of new 
technologically advanced systems whose main feature 
is the lack of discretion, which makes them capable 
of carrying out in a short time and with a high level 
of precision all those operations that would require 
human intervention, which is instead characterized 
by wider margins of error and longer times.



• We are therefore talking about the creation of 
systems based on algorithms "trained" in the analysis 
of documentary databases containing judgments, 
laws and doctrinal contributions, which are 
elaborated by simulating human reasoning without 
however replacing it completely, as the variables to 
be inserted in the algorithm would be extremely high. 

• Already today there are many tools created for the 
purpose of improving the various activities 
incumbent on legal operators, such as legal research, 
the drafting and control of deeds and documents, the 
completion of technical assessments, even up to the 
possibility of predicting the possible outcome of a 
dispute. 



• In Italy, as in the rest of Europe and the world, a 
process that goes in this direction has long since 
begun, of which the new agreement signed between 
the Supreme Court and the IUSS University School 
of Pavia represents a further step. 

For better understanding…

- The supreme court of cassation, in the judicial system in force in 
the Italian Republic, represents the judge of last istance for the 
judgements issued by judges of first and second istance. Therefore, 
it carries out the functions of a supreme court, dealing only with 
questions of law, without being able to examine questions inherent 
to the fact. Its jurisdiction is not limited to a particular judicial 
district but extends to the whole national territory.

- The University Institute of Higher Studies of Pavia, or IUSS 
School for short, is a university high school, i.e. a research and 
training center that offers courses of excellence alongside the usual 
university courses. 



September 29, 2021

• The Supreme Court of Italy (Corte di Cassazione) 

and the University School of Advanced Studies 

IUSS Pavia signed on September 29, 2021 a 

"Framework Agreement" in order to activate a 

strategic collaboration, between the School and the 

Electronic Documentation Center (EDC) of the 

Court, for the development of advanced research in 

the field of technical tools for the collection and 

organization of digital legal materials. 

• It is of common interest the optimization of 

cognitive resources constituted by the corpus of 

Italian and European jurisprudence and legislation, 

using tools of legal analytics (LA) and artificial 

intelligence (AI), with the aim of extracting and 

representing legal knowledge, finding implicit 

correlations, identifying case law and / or legislative 

trends so that they can be better consulted and 

processed in judicial activity and scientific research.

• Scientific coordinators: Honorable Justice Enzo 

Vincenti, for the Supreme court, and Professors 

Alberto Monti and Amedeo Santosuosso, for the 

School.

Framework agreement 

among 

the Italian Supreme Court 

(Corte di Cassazione)

and 

the University School of Advanced 

Studies – IUSS Pavia 

(Istituto Universitario di Studi 

Superiori di Pavia, Italy)

on research on digital legal 

material



Framework’s Goals

• The aim is to activate a strategic collaboration for advanced 
research in the sector of technical tools for the collection 
and organization of digital legal material. 

• In particular, the main goal is to enhance the wealth of 
knowledge made up of Italian and European jurisprudence 
and legislation through the use of legal analytics and 
artificial intelligence tools.



Framework’s Goals

• The "heart" of the Framework Agreement is Article 3, which sets out 
the following different long-term goals:

• a) prediction, i.e. the prediction of the outcome of judicial decision-
making processes;

• b) argument mining, i.e. the extraction of legal arguments from the corpus 
of judgments and decisions of Italgiure Web (this is the database of 
legislation, doctrine and jurisprudence managed by the C.E.D. of the 
Italian Supreme Court);

• c) summarization, i.e. the automatic creation of maxims (these are the 
summaries of the decisions from which the so-called "principle of law" is 
drawn; that is, a particular type of interpretation of a law, issued by the 
Court of Cassation following the proposition of an appeal for cassation 
by the parties to a trial, or following the appeal in the interest of the law 
proposed by the Attorney General);

• c) document builder, i.e. tools for the automatic creation of documents;

• d) finally, other possibilities for valorising Italgiure's documentary 
heritage.



Framework’s Goals

• To do this, the C.E.D. and IUSS will activate forms of exchange of 
information that will have to be regulated by subsequent application 
contracts aimed at identifying the scientific topic covered by the 
project, the terms and methods for carrying it out, the structures and 
personnel involved in the initiative, and the resources necessary for the 
implementation, including the rules for the division of the same 
between the bodies involved.

• The agreement has an initial duration of 5 years, renewable for another 
5 years through a specific procedure.



Supreme Court of  Cassation, Rome, Italy

On the top you can see an overview of  the Eternal City

Overview of  the Supreme Court and the Umberto I bridge (photo on the right)  

(Photo from Google Street View)



Thanks for your attention!
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