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AI within the Irish Legal 
System : how the 
experience reflects a 
common law 
jurisdiction  with a 
written constitution.



Common Law vs Civil Law

ASPECT COMMON LAW CIVIL LAW

Legal Basis Judicial precedent and statutes Written codes and statutes

Trial Style Adversarial, lawyer-led Inquisitorial, judge-led

Discovery Broad, extensive Limited or none

Role of Judges Active in shaping law Apply codes strictly



AI in Discovery. 
AI in the Trial 
Processes.



AI and Discovery in Ireland

AI Tools in Legal Review

AI platforms help in reviewing documents, drafting 
legal chronologies, and preparing witness 
statements efficiently.

Expansive Discovery Process
Common law discovery requires exhaustive 
disclosure of documents, creating large data 
volumes often impossible to review manually.



AI and the trial process in Ireland
Oral evidence in an adversarial system
During trials, AI has been used to assist the presentation 
of evidence and case presentations particularly in 
document heavy cases. For example, AI enabled 
management of the Russian Airlines litigation with 
hundreds of thousands of documents and global remote 
access around the world.
Juries
• Criminal trials 
• Certain civil trials



Shorter-Term AI Trends in 
the  Irish legal system



Emerging AI 
Practices and 
Innovations 
in Ireland

Increased Responsible AI Use by Judges
Judges are likely to increasingly use AI responsibly in 
compliance with Judicial Guidelines emphasizing 
independence, integrity, and accountability.

Increased use of AI by parties for Case 
Preparation
Lawyers and parties are likely to use AI for case 
preparation, raising concerns about accuracy and 
"hallucinations".
Deepfake Evidence Challenges
Courts must develop verification protocols to address 
deepfake evidence, particularly conscious of how 
juries will be able to deal with such evidential 
challenges.
Innovations in Court Services and user experience
AI transcription, real-time translation, VR tools, and 
unified case management improve court accessibility 
and transparency as well as efficiencies.



Emerging AI Practices 
and Innovations in 
Ireland cont.
Maintaining public connection and reputation
Designed to ensure AI does not undermine public confidence in 
the administration of justice. Recent initiatives include for 
example, the public broadcasting of landmark Supreme Court 
hearings ; the creation of a courts service podcast series in which 
members of the judiciary participate. One such session was 
focussed on AI and the Courts 
https://theirishcourtspodcast.podbean.com/.
Increasing AI related Litigation and Regulation
Increased IP, data protection, and privacy lawsuits expected in 
Ireland where many large tech companies are headquartered. Likely 
increase in AI enforcement actions.

https://theirishcourtspodcast.podbean.com/


The future use of AI in Irish 
courts must balance Innovation 
and Judicial Integrity

Safeguarding Rule of Law

AI integration must uphold fundamental rights and 
maintain the rule of law in judicial systems.

Human Judgment Importance

AI can improve efficiency but cannot replace human 
judgment in delivering justice.

Transparency and Accountability

Judicial independence and transparency are essential 
when adopting AI responsibly.

Collaboration and Standards

Cross-jurisdiction collaboration is vital to develop AI 
governance standards in courts.



Thank you.


